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To: Chairpersons and Ranking Members — Joint Education

Appropriations Subcommittee
From: Department of Education

Subject: HF 2527, Section 8 (2006) Report - High School Graduate
Academic Experience Data Collection Study

Date: January 2, 2007

Per HF 2526, Section 8 (2006), the Department was required to study the
development and collection of summary data on the academic experiences of
lowa high school graduates that enroll in an lowa public postsecondary
institution. What follows is a summary of findings from that study.

The provision in HF 2527, Section 8 (2006) reads: “The department of education,
in collaboration with the institutions of higher education governed by the state
board of regents and representatives of the community colleges, shall study the
development and collection of summary data on the academic experiences of
lowa high school graduates that enroll in an lowa public postsecondary
institution. The study shall identify the types of data to be compiled from
postsecondary institutions, including but not limited to the hours attempted or
completed during a student’s first semester, or quarter or trimester equivalent, or
first year of study at a postsecondary institution; a student’s grade point averaged
earned during the first semester, or quarter or trimester equivalent, or first year of
study at a postsecondary institution; the high school rank of a student, if known;
indicators of whether the student was assigned to a developmental or remedial
course in English, mathematics, or reading; and an indicator for whether the
student returned for the second year to the institution. The study shall consider
the limitations imposed by the federal Family Educational Rights and Privacy Act
regarding the disclosure by a school of information from a student’s education
record. The department shall submit its findings, and a recommendation for a
timeline of implementation, in a report to the chairperson and ranking members
of the joint appropriations subcommittee on education by January 1, 2007.”

Overview:

The lowa Department of Education convened a working group of representatives
from the Board of Regents office, three Regent universities, the community
colleges, and high school principals and counselors to complete the study and
provide recommendations on a timeline for implementation. The group
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determined that the purpose for collecting the data prescribed in HF 2527,
Section 8, was to assist lowa high school faculty in better preparing their
students for postsecondary education. They also agreed that any data to be
collected and shared should be limited to the most recent graduating class and
the cohort class for GED completers.

Data currently being collected and shared:

In order to complete the study, the task force determined the type of data already
being collected and shared with high schools. The Board of Regent universities
currently provide information to lowa high schools for the most recent graduates.
The information provided includes the individual student name, the course name
and course number of each course the student completed in the first year of
study, as well as the grades earned in those courses, the student’'s ACT schools,
the student’s high school class rank (if available). The Regent universities use a
consistent format in the report provided to lowa high school principals. (See
Appendix A for documents used by the Regent universities). The majority
community colleges also report to the high schools in their region about the
success of recent high school graduates, although currently a consistent format
is not used. Some community colleges provide individual student data while
other provide summative data. (See Appendix B for a summary of community
college data currently provided).

Recommendation and timeline for implementation:

The interinstitutional working group appointed in November 2006 will continue to
meet during Spring Semester 2007. Members include representatives from the
lowa Regent Universities, lowa Community Colleges, lowa Department of
Education and lowa high schools. The goal of this working group will be to
establish a common standard for reporting data to the high schools, including
specifications for the specific data elements to be reported and the format of the
reports. Feedback from lowa high school principals and counselors will be
sought regarding the specific data elements that would be useful for their
analyses and instructional improvement. The working group will design the
report format and content by end of Spring Semester 2007 so that the new
design can be used for reports to lowa high schools during Fall Semester 2007
(where possible). The specific data types of data to be compiled and reported by
the postsecondary institutions will align with the data elements specified in HF
2527, with modifications as determined to be appropriate by the working group.

Based upon existing feedback from high school principals, the data that will be
reported to lowa high schools will include confidential student data for individual
students. The release of such data is governed by the Family Educational Rights
and Privacy Act (FERPA), (commonly referred to as the Buckley Amendment) of
1974, as amended. Use of the data must be in strict compliance with FERPA,
and only high school personnel involved in research and evaluation for
instructional improvement may have access to individual student data. Principals



HF2527: Community College responses to survey of current practices, conducted by the
Division of Community Colleges and Workforce Preparation

The community college statewide MIS, maintained and operated by the Division of
Community Colleges and Workforce Preparation, currently collects student data from the
fifteen community colleges on a common set of elements. The Division is currently
working to add the k-12 unique state student identifier to the MIS to build the capacity to
follow students from the high school to the community college; the MIS does not collect
grades or GPA; a consistent method of evaluating class rank and agreement on common
measures (i.e., 4.0 scale) would have to be implemented. The DE hasa MIS advisory
committee comprised of community college representatives. This committee provides
continual review and input re data elements, definitions, and revisions/refinements to the
system.

In November, the Division conducted a phone survey of administrators (presidents or
designees) to collect info re any reports they may currently be providing back to the high
schools about the performance of the recent class of high school graduates, the data
elements that are reported, the community college’s capacity to follow students from high
school to community college and then onto the four-year college, and if not currently
doing so, their capacity and willingness to do so. They were also asked to provide
comments re the benefits of providing reports to high schools re the enrollment and
success of their recent graduates. Reports issued by the community colleges range from
an annual summative report re the cohort of recent high school graduates and their
preparedness (ACT score, GPA preparedness for college level algebra, reading and
writing course); to individual high school issued reports detailing student by name,
enrollment, retention, GPA; to reports back to the high school re students who had been
enrolled in CTE programs linked to the community college program. Several colleges
indicated that they provide reports to the high schools upon request; two indicated that
they are developing the capacity to issue reports this year; another indicated that it
currently does not, but would be willing to do so.

In conclusion, the majority of community colleges develop a report on the success of
recent high school graduates; those that do not indicated their willingness to do so, upon
clear definition of what should be provided. Frequent comments stressed the need to
utilize the CC MIS if any kind of statewide report is desired, or a compilation of data
from multiple community colleges is needed. Four community college presidents
stressed that a primary benefit that these reports developed by individual colleges to its
feeder high schools is increased dialogue, program improvement and curriculum
alignment. They said that this goal necessitates that these reports be developed and
disseminated by the local community college to its area high schools. 3 presidents
routinely take their reports to a meeting of school administrators to share the results and
to discuss implications.



Specific information obtained from the survey of community college presidents or his/her
designee is on file in the DE.
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IOWA STATE UNIVERSITY
DEFINITIONS OF DATA ELEMENTS FOR
FRESHMAN YEAR REPORT

SU5 = Summer Session 2005 ACT
FA5 = Fall Semester 2005
SP6 = Spring Semester 2006

ENGL = English Standard Score
MATH = Mathematics Standard Score
CMP = Composite Standard Score

Year of high school graduation.

High school decile rank of student at time of admission from high school. For this year’s report 9 is
highest rank.

Student’s major or curriculum at time report was run. (See explanation of codes on attached sheet.)

HRS = Hours attempted 1st term at 1.S.U.
GPA = Grade-point average 1st term at 1.S.U.

Courses and titles for all English and mathematics courses taken freshman year.
Level of course:

ENGLISH -- 1 = English course(s) before traditional freshman English
composition sequence. (1.S.U. does not presently
have any such courses).

2 = English 104 and 105, Freshman Composition.

3 = All other English courses including literature.

Mathematics -- 1= Mathematics 10, 25, and 30, Introductory Algebra

(students receive a grade in Math 25 or 30
respectively depending on the level of material covered)
and Mathematics 20, Introductory Geometry.

2 = All other mathematics courses up to calculus.

Includes 104, 105, 140, 141, 142, 150, 151, 195, 196.
3= Calculus and all other mathematics courses.
Includes 160, 161X, 165, 166, 175, 176.

Semester hours of credit in each course.

Grade in each course.

Cumulative hours attempted in freshman year.
Cumulative grade-point average for freshman year.

Hours earned during freshman year. Includes all hours passed plus hours earned by
examination (test outs).

The composite mean GPA for the freshman year of all students entering 1.S.U. from this high
school in 2005-2006.

Number of students from this school used in determining mean GPA.

The composite mean GPA for the freshman year of all students entering 1.S.U. from
lowa high schools in 2005-2006.

Number of lowa high school students used in determining composite mean GPA.

(See back for Transcript Legend.)



TO: Principals of lowa High Schools

FROM: Kathleen M. Jones, For the Regents’ Universities Registrars and Admissions Officers
SUBJECT: Freshman Year Report
DATE: August, 2006

For the last few years at about this time, the three Regents’ Universities, as a cooperative effort, each
produced a report of the academic performance of students from each of your schools at the end of their
first year. This report was the outgrowth of meetings between the Regents’ Registrars and Admissions
Officers Coordinating Committee and representatives from lowa Secondary School Principals (IASSP),
lowa Counseling Association (ICA), and lowa Educational Research and Evaluation Association (IEREA)
that convened a number of years ago.

The purpose of the report is to provide you with general information about students' first semester and first
year overall performance to enable you to evaluate and improve your instructional programs. The report
identifies enrollments in English and mathematics courses, which are categorized as to difficulty level.
Profiles for freshmen matriculating directly from high school are included with each report. A sample of
the report is enclosed.

Most of the information released in this report is defined as confidential by the Regents’ institutions, and
release of such information is governed by the Family Educational Rights and Privacy Act (FERPA),
(commonly referred to as the Buckley Amendment) of 1974, as amended. How high schools use and
display this personally-identifiable information must be done judiciously and in strict compliance with
FERPA. That is, only persons involved with research and evaluation should have access to these data.
Moreover, these personally-identifiable data cannot legally be shared with your faculty or local board of
education. Any reports generated from these data must be displayed in summary format—the personal
identification of students or their parents cannot be included in any report. Even summary displays are not
acceptable for schools that have small numbers attending Regents” Universities (N<8). Finally, the
attached reports must be destroyed when the information is no longer needed for such evaluations.

If you wish to request this year's report for your high school, please complete the attached request form and
fax to (515) 294-1088 by September 8. Release of this information to you is contingent upon your
agreement to abide by FERPA guidelines and the content of the above paragraph, as evidenced by your
signature on the attached request form. Please note on the attached request form that a “statement of
intended use” of these reports is required prior to release of these reports to you.

If you have any questions about appropriate use of the information included in this Freshman Year Report,
please contact any of the three University Registrars listed below. We believe that cooperative efforts such
as this are most helpful and important as we all seek ways to serve students better.

Kathleen Jones, Registrar Phil Patton, Registrar Larry Lockwood, Registrar
lowa State University University of Northern lowa University of lowa
(515) 294-0754 (319) 273-2283 (319) 335-0217

H:\regstats\fyr\2006\letters to High Schools.doc



REGENTS’ FRESHMAN YEAR REPORT
REQUEST FORM
2005-2006

I request a copy of the Regents report on the academic performance of students from this high school at the
end of their first year. | understand that this report is provided for the purpose of permitting this school to
evaluate and improve its instructional programs. | agree to abide by the Family Educational Rights and
Privacy Act of 1974 (FERPA) guidelines and that only persons involved with research and evaluation will
have access to the data. Moreover, | agree the personally-identifiable information will not be shared with
faculty or the local board of education. | agree that summary information will not be shared if the total
number of freshmen on the reports is fewer than eight (8). I also agree to destroy the freshman year reports
when the information is no longer needed for instructional evaluation.

Signature

Name (Please Print)

Title

School

City Phone

ACT High School Code Number

Date

Statement of intended use of the Freshman Year Reports at your school:
(Note: The freshman year reports will not be released to you without this statement.)

Please return by September 8, 2006

Fax to: (515) 294-1088
Att: Marcia McDowell

Or mail to: Office of the Registrar
214 Alumni Hall
lowa State University
Ames, |A 50011 H:\regstats\fyr\2006\letters to High Schools.doc



TO: Principals of lowa High Schools

FROM: Kathleen M. Jones, For the Regents’ Universities Registrars and Admissions Officers
SUBJECT: Freshman Year Report
DATE: October, 2006

As a result of receiving your signed request form, | am enclosing reports of the academic performance of
students from your school at the end of their first year (2005-2006) at the three Regents’ Universities and a
copy of your signed request form.

The purpose of the reports is to provide you with general information about the students' first semester and
first year overall performance. The reports identify enrollments in English and mathematics courses, which
are categorized as to difficulty level. Definition of data elements and profiles for freshmen matriculating
directly from high school are also enclosed.

Most of the information released in this report is defined as confidential by the Regents’ institutions, and
release of such information is governed by the Family Educational Rights and Privacy Act (FERPA) of
1974, as amended. We want to remind you again, how you use and display this information must be done
judiciously and in strict compliance with FERPA. That is, only persons involved with research and
evaluation should have access to these data. Moreover, these personally-identifiable data cannot legally be
shared with your faculty or local board of education. Any reports generated from these data must be
displayed in summary format—the personal identification of students or their parents cannot be included in
any report. Even summary displays are not acceptable for schools that have small numbers attending
Regents’ Universities (N<8). Finally, the attached reports must be destroyed when the information is no
longer needed for such evaluations.

If you have any questions about appropriate use of the information included in this Freshman Year Report,
please contact any of the three University Registrars listed below.

Kathleen Jones, Registrar Phil Patton, Registrar Larry Lockwood, Registrar
lowa State University University of Northern lowa University of lowa
(515) 294-0754 (319) 273-2283 (319) 335-0217
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SAMPLE

HIGH SCHOOL

FAS5

FAS5

FAS5

FAS5

FAS5

Student #1

Student #2

Student #3

Student #4

Student #5

TOWN

ACT GRAD RANK

ENGL MATH COMP YEAR DECILE MAJOR

22 28 26 04 8 PHP
18 8 16 04 6 EL ED
26 29 30 04 8 AGRON
20 20 20 04 6 AGRON
20 15 19 04 5 AG ST

HIGH SCHOOL G.P.A - 2.87

ALL IOWA G.P.A-2.48

TOTAL STUDENTS - 3050

FIRST TERM
HRS GPA
16 3.13
12 2.59
15 2.60
11 3.24
13 2.59

IOWA STATE UNIVERSITY

FRESHMAN YEAR REPORT
ALPHA BY ENTRY DATE
RUN DATE-08/23/06

-COURSE-

ENGL
MATH
ENGL

ENGL
ENGL

MATH
MATH
ENGL
ENGL

ENGL
ENGL

ENGL
ENGL
MATH

104
165
105

104
105

140
141
104
105

104
105

104
105
26

TITLE

FRESHMAN COMP
CALCULUS |
FRESHMAN COMP

FRESHMAN COMP
FRESHMAN COMP

FUND OF ALGEBRA
TRIGONOMETRY
FRESHMAN COMP
FRESHMAN COMP

FRESHMAN COMP
FRESHMAN COMP

FRESHMAN COMP
FRESHMAN COMP
HIGH SCHOOL ALGEBRA

ACT CODE-16.XXXX

SEM
LVvVL HRS GRADE
2 3 A-
3 4 B
2 3 A-
2 3 B-
2 3 C+
2 3 C+
2 2 B-
2 3 T
2 3 B
2 3 B-
2 3 B-
2 3 C-
2 3 B
1 0 S

CuM CuM
HRS GPA
27 3.26
27 2.67
30 2.82
26 3.27
30 231
SAMPLE

EARNED
HRS

34

29

33

27

30
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